Nickel chloride protection against alloxan- and streptozotocin-induced diabetes.
The ability of NiCl2 to prevent alloxan- and streptozotocin-induced hyperglycemia was tested in rats. NiCl2 injected before alloxan and streptozotocin prevented the hyperglycemic response to the drugs. The protective effect of NiCl2 was linked to an increase in the specific activity of Cu-Zn superoxide dismutase (SOD). The effect of NiCl2 on SOD activity might be related to the effect of nickel on calcium, copper and zinc concentrations.